Finalizing and Editing for Show Entry and Web
Using Photoshop Elements or equivalent:

Open file
If the image is not “right side up” (white card and label at the top)

 [Image], [Rotate]   Select the correct arrow to correct the orientation.

To adjust the “white balance”:

[Enhance], [Correct color], [Remove color cast].  Use your cursor to click on the white card in the image.  You probably will see very little, if any, change.  Click “OK”.

To convert the trapezoidal image to a rectangle:
[Select], [Select all]—[Image], [Transform], [Skew].  Use your cursor to grab the “handles” and stretch the image to straighten it out.  Hit “return” when you have improved it somewhat.  Use the “crop” tool to remove surplus image without removing any of the “art”.  Repeat this process until only the “art” remains. [Return]
To correct the aspect ratio:

[Image], [Resize].  Uncheck “constrain proportions”.  Set the height and width values to the actual dimensions of the artwork and be sure the “units” is in inches.  If the artwork is very large, it may be necessary to set the number of pixels per inch to a low number to avoid having an unwieldy file size. Show entries rarely call for more than 2000 pixels in either direction.  Hit “return”.   Does the result look right?
To size the file (pixel dimensions) for show entry requirements:

[Image], [Resize].  Check “constrain proportions”.  Adjust the pixels per inch number to show specs and adjust the maximum height or width to specs (whichever is larger).  Hit “return”.

To adjust the file size (MB) for show entry requirements:
[File], [Save as], [New Folder]—Name the folder per the show you are entering—[open].  Under “File Types”, select “.jpeg”, [Save].  A dialog box will appear asking you what level of quality (compression) you would like to use.  Near the bottom of the box it will indicate the file size and as you slide the “slider” from low to high that number will change.  Choose the highest quality level that does not exceed the requirements of the show prospectus.  Hit “return”.
To adjust the file size for web requirements:
Decide how big you want the image to appear on the computer screen.  I usually choose 6 or 8 inches high, no more than that.  Choose [Image], [Resize]—be sure “constrain proportions” is checked.  Set “pixels per inch” to 72, set height (in inches) to 6 or 8.  Hit “return”.  Then—[File], [Save for Web]—rename file including “for web” added to original file name.  Choose level of quality (I usually choose “high”).  Hit “return”.  The web image you have created is probably 50K or smaller and displays very nicely on the computer screen.

When sending images to someone for finalizing for show or web include the following:
You may have a tech-savvy friend who will do this as a favor or you may have to pay someone.  In either case, make it as easy as possible for that person (conserve friendship and/or money).
Memory card (in plastic case or wrapped for protection) or photo CD (in jewel case).
Copy of show prospectus (keep the original).  Highlight the pertinent information (file size and format, file naming procedure.

If the images are for a website, include website address or specifications provided by the site’s webmaster.

List of artwork with some way the names can be associated with the images.  If you had prints made at the drugstore, write the pertinent information on the back of the prints

Be sure to include the dimensions of each painting with the name (unframed (art only, not mat) and framed ).

--by Bob Boyd

This, and other useful information for artists, is also online at:  www.rpboyddesign.com 
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